MAHATMA GANDHI AT RABINDRANATH'S
SANTINIKETAN
NIRMALCHANDRA CHATTOPADHYAYA
THE GOLDEN BOOK OF TAGORE which appeared in 1931
as India and the world's homage to the Poet on the occasion
of his seventieth birth anniversary opens with a message
from Mahatma Gandhi. Such a happy combination of the
strictest brevity and the profoundest significance is a rare
triumph in the field of human words, From the distant
Sabarmati Asram with only four sentences as his messen-
gers he offered his whole heart to Rabindranath and through
him to Santiniketan:
In common with thousands of his countrymen I owe
much to one who by his poetic genius and singular
purity of life has raised India in the estimation of the
world. But I owe also more. Did he not harbour in
Santiniketan the inmates of my Ashram who had pre-
ceded me from South Africa? The other ties and
memories are too sacred to bear mention in a public
tribute.
We cannot fully gauge the vast store of joy and sorrow
lying behind that interrogation in the third sentence, parti-
cularly in that single word 'harbour'. The incident
referred to here was the first of the many contacts that
imperceptibly drew these two great pilgrims from their
lonely orbits to coalesce into a remarkable unity of heart
and purpose. This union of two kindred souls, so diversely
gifted, is one of the most glorious and cherished achieve-
ments in the annals of our recent history. For bringing
this about the nation ought to be eternally grateful to a
great English minister of reconciliation, C F. Andrews, the
beloved -friend of India and of these her two greatest sons
in modern days.
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